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THE PATH: NAVIGATING THE JOURNEY TO GLOBAL MISSIONS 

Travel tools and resources help us learn about destinations, give 

us insights, and point the way. Likewise, the titles in this series act 

as a map, a guide, and a compass to help you navigate the journey 

to global missions.
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Start down the path to knowing God’s heart for the nations  

and how you can become a part of his global mission.
MAP

COMPASS
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Next steps on the path for those who are mobilizing individuals 

and teams into meaningful ministry to the nations.

Next steps on the path for potential cross-cultural workers 

discerning the call to make disciples among the nations.
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IN T R O D U C T I O N

W H AT  I S  G OD  C A L L ING  ME  T O  D O ?

// INTRODUCTION

That’s a question we all ask ourselves. We pray about it and 

wrestle with it. Sometimes it even keeps us up at night.

This is especially true if you believe God may be calling you to 

cross-cultural ministry. I’m glad you’ve given us the opportunity to 

be a small part of your journey to discover your God-given calling. 

The truth is, God has a plan and purpose for your life, and he has 

given you everything you need to accomplish his will. Furthermore, 

he’s not calling you to go alone—he promises to be with you 

every step of the way. In Psalm 139:1–3, David says, “O Lord, you 

have searched me and known me! You know when I sit down and 

when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from afar. You search out 

my path and my lying down and are acquainted with all my ways.” 

As you seek to discern your calling, you can’t know what the future 

will hold, but you can know with confidence the One who holds your 

future, and you can trust him. This certain hope is confirmed through 

the words of the apostle Paul: “For we are his workmanship, created 

in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that 

we should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10).
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We live in an age of infinite options and immediate results. We are 

accustomed to finding answers to our questions through a simple Google 

search or by asking Siri. The convenience and efficiency of these tools are 

great when you need to know where to go to dinner or what the weather is 

like in Bolivia, but they are no substitute for the lifelong process of seeking 

God and asking what he wants to do through your life. 

My hope is that this book will not only convince you of the importance of your 

primary calling to God, but will also help you with practical steps in discerning 

a vocational calling to serve in cross-cultural ministry. Before we go any 

further, let’s define our terms.

CLARIFYING DEFINITIONS

In his book Gaining by Losing: Why the Future Belongs to Churches that Send,  

J. D. Greear points out that many who are asking the question of calling 

are waiting for the voice of God but forgetting that we already have his will 

spelled out in the Great Commission. He writes, “We shouldn’t be waiting on a 

voice when we already have verses.” 1 Jesus commands each of his followers to 

go and make disciples of all nations. Greear writes, “The question is no longer 

if we are called to leverage our lives for the Great Commission, only where 

and how.” 2 In an effort to bust the myth of calling, Greear’s church holds to a 

powerful conviction—one that challenges every believer: 

“Whatever you’re good at, do it well for the glory of God, and do it  

somewhere strategic for the mission of God.” 3

Os Guinness provides some nuance to these ideas in his book The Call: 

Finding and Fulfilling the Central Purpose of Your Life. Guinness lays out two 

distinct types of calling: “Our primary calling as followers of Christ is by him, 

1 J. D. Greear, Gaining By Losing: Why the Future Belongs to Churches that Send   

(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2015), 78, 79.  
2 Ibid., 78.
3 Ibid., 75
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4 Os Guinness, The Call (Nashville: 2003), 31.
5 Ibid., 45.
6 Ibid., 46.

to him, and for him. First and foremost we are called to Someone (God), not 

to something (such as motherhood, politics, or teaching) or to somewhere 

(such as the inner city or Outer Mongolia)… Our secondary calling, 

considering who God is as sovereign, is that everyone, everywhere, and in 

everything should think, speak, live, and act entirely for him.” 4 

Guinness later says, “A sense of calling should precede a choice of job and career, 

and the main way to discover calling is along the line of what we are each created 

and gifted to be.” 5 Guinness’s admonition to make sure that Christ is in his 

rightful place as Lord of our lives will help us not make an idol of our work. 

One of my favorite quotes from the book is in reference to the gifts God  

has given each of us to steward: “The truth is not that God is finding us a 

place for our gifts but that God has created us and our gifts for a place of  

His choosing, and we will only be ourselves when we are finally there.” 6  

In other words, our gifts and abilities are from God and should rightfully  

be used for his purposes. When we align our gifts with his will, we will  

find our calling and our joy.

The number one reason people serve as missionaries is because they have 

an inner conviction to walk in obedience to a calling from God. This idea is 

developed by the great modern American missiologist Ralph D. Winter, who 

claims that Paul and his missionary counterparts from the Antioch church 

experienced a second decision or second conversion before they were sent 

out as missionaries. The Holy Spirit said, “set apart for me Barnabas and Saul 

for the work to which I have called them” (Acts 13:2). Winter argues that the 

call to cross-cultural ministry is experienced as a second call, subsequent to 

our call to follow Jesus.

The focus of this book is that second decision to serve in cross-cultural 

ministry. The principles can be applied to anyone seeking answers to the 
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questions of calling, but it is primarily intended to be a helpful resource for 

those who are discerning God’s call to serve as global workers or missionaries. 

The definition of calling that we’ll be working from is: 

“God’s call is an inner conviction given by and through the Holy Spirit  

and confirmed by the Word of God, the body of Christ, and the character  

of the called.” 7

Ryan Johnston

There are a couple things to observe in this definition. First note that God 

works through the Holy Spirit, his Word, and his Church to confirm a calling. It 

is the agreement of these three sources that assures we are hearing the voice 

of God. Second, calling never outpaces the character of the person called. In 

other words, godly character is the foundation of a God-given calling; you 

can’t have true calling where there is no godly character.

 
ADDRESSING MISCONCEPTIONS

Before we move ahead, I’d like to clear up a few potential misconceptions. 

First of all, the call to missions is not only for those who serve on the frontlines 

of cross-cultural missions. The Great Commission is not only for God’s global 

workers—it is for every follower of Christ. Every Christian has an important 

role to play in God’s global mission to make disciples of all nations. The first 

book in The Path Series, Discovering Global Missions, identifies the roles of 

praying, giving, going, and welcoming. Every job and every worker is equally 

important in the spread of God’s Kingdom. 

Secondly, we need to assert that God’s economy is totally different from the 

world’s economy. If you use the world’s blueprint for success, you might miss 

out on the very things God wants to accomplish through you. This is a call to 

die to yourself, to put your life in God’s hands, and to live by faith. The pursuit 

of a God-given calling isn’t about being successful in the world’s eyes. In fact, 

chances are that following his call will look foolish to the world. 

7 Ryan Johnston, Examining the “Call” to Ministry (theHSF.com: 2011)
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ORIENTING DIRECTIONS

You may have heard it said, “It’s easier to steer a moving ship.” Similarly, you 

can’t arrive at a destination if you’re not taking active steps along the path to 

get there. I hope this book will help you launch in the direction of your calling. 

As you prepare to start this journey, you need a few orienting directions to 

help you keep your bearings. We’ve named this tool in The Path Series The 

Compass because these bearings represent the directions of north, south, 

east, and west.

UPWARD // God Awareness:  Knowing and loving God is our primary 

calling, and we can’t discover our secondary calling if God is not the 

Lord of our lives. He is our true north, the One who is the way and 

shows us the way. Without the leading of God’s Spirit, we will not be 

able to hear and respond to his call for our lives. 

INWARD // Self-Awareness:  God has given each of us unique gifts and 

abilities, and these are best utilized when we are aware of what they are 

and how we can use them to build up the body of Christ. The higher our 

level of self-awareness is, the greater the chances that we will find the 

right fit in ministry. 

OUTWARD // Cultural Awareness:  We need to understand our cultural 

context in order to know how to communicate the gospel. Jesus used an 

agricultural metaphor to illustrate this (Matthew 13). In this story the 

soil represents the culture, and the seed is not only the Bible, but also 

us. If we are going to effectively plant ourselves in the diverse cultural 

soils of this world, we need to understand the culture we are serving, 

especially if we are called to cross-cultural ministry.
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FORWARD // Movement Awareness:  Remember Newton’s First Law of 

Motion? An object at rest stays at rest, but an object in motion stays in 

motion. Simply put you can’t arrive at your destination without taking 

the next step forward. Discerning your calling, just like the Christian life, 

is a journey and there’s always a next step. Each step you take, big or 

small, can create forward motion that leads to movement toward 

your destination. 

FINAL INSTRUCTIONS

I’m so glad you’ve accessed this book, and I pray that it will help you discover 

the unique role God is calling you to pursue in his global mission. I’ve 

formatted the book for learning, reflection, and guidance. Each chapter covers 

an important next step in the journey, a Digging Deeper section with questions 

to consider and Scripture to meditate on, plus a Called story from people 

we’ve journeyed with.

The journey to discern your calling is best supported by a local mentor who 

will pray and process with you. I encourage you to seek out a spiritual leader 

from your church who can engage with you as you read the book and who will 

continue with you in the journey to discern your calling. 

Finally, the mobilization team at Encompass World Partners is here to help you 

take the next steps in your journey. We connect and mobilize a diverse group 

of people and churches who follow Jesus in his work of making disciples of 

all nations. We are committed to investing in you personally and professionally 

so you’re prepared for a fruitful, growing ministry. We’d love to talk to  

you about your calling to God’s global mission. For more information,  

visit EncompassWorldPartners.org/GO. 



D
iscern

in
g Y

o
u

r C
allin

g

15

C H A P T E R  1

IN  S E A R C H  OF  A N S W ER S

// CHAPTER ONE

T HE  M O ME N T  Y O U  G AV E  Y O U R  L IF E  T O  C HR I S T,    
Y O U  G A INE D  A  NE W  P U R P O S E .

As the apostle Paul put it, “I have been crucified with Christ; and 

it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I 

now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me 

and gave Himself up for me” (Galatians 2:20). If you have made 

Jesus the Lord of your life, you live no longer for yourself but for 

him. It is no longer your passions and desires that rule in your 

heart, but God’s.

The question is, how will that shape your life? As Director of 

Mobilization with Encompass World Partners, I hear this question 

frequently. It is often worded like this: “What is God calling me to 

do? How can I tell the difference between God’s calling and my 

own desires? With so many ministry opportunities, and limited 

hours in the day, how do I discern which ones I should pursue?”  

All good questions, and none of them are easily answered.

Of course, there are some fundamental answers to the question 

of God’s call that apply to all believers. God is calling you to 

pursue a vibrant, intimate relationship with him. He is calling you 

to a life of obedience to the Bible’s commands and loving care 

for others. And he is calling you to fulfill the Great Commission, 

making disciples of all nations. If you are walking with Jesus, these 

are your primary goals in life, just as they are for every believer.
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But the question remains, what specific role does God have for you in his 

Kingdom? Where does your calling meet the world’s need? Where do your 

gifts and opportunities intersect with the deepest need of others, to know  

and respond to the love of Jesus?

SOLVING THE MYSTERY 

This idea of calling is somewhat of a mystery, but it’s a mystery God is intent 

on helping you solve. If you desire to serve him with your life, he will show you 

how to do it. And he will guide you in a way that is unique to the way he has 

made you.

Consider how God called people in the Bible. Not everyone had a burning 

bush experience like Moses, a moment where God told them straight-out in an 

audible voice what he wanted them to do. Isaiah offered himself when he saw 

God in his holiness—he was so overwhelmed by what he saw that he couldn’t 

help himself. Amos was already well into his career as a shepherd when he 

was called. Samuel was called when he was a young boy serving in the Temple, 

whereas Paul was called later in life while in the act of persecuting Christians. 

When we look at the type of people God called and how he made his calling 

known in the Bible, there is no observable pattern. God called people from all 

walks of life, at all ages, in many different ways.

It is no different in our age; the spectrum of experience seems to have just as 

much variety today. It would be nice if God wrote his plan for you in the sky, 

but that hasn’t been the experience of anyone I know. There are no 12-step 

programs or proven formulas that promise results in just two weeks. 

Sadly, many people expect the answers to these life questions in an instant, 

the same way they are accustomed to receiving answers through a Google 

search. The truth is, God has an amazing, fantastic, wonderful plan for your 

life, and he will be faithful to his promise to complete the work he has begun in 

you. But the answers to the specific what and how questions will come on his 

timetable, not yours, and God is never in a hurry.
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“God’s call is an inner conviction given by and through the Holy Spirit  

and confirmed by the Word of God, the body of Christ, and the character  

of the called.” 7

Ryan Johnston  

GPS—GOD’S POSITIONING SYSTEM 

Instead of bemoaning the lack of a burning bush in your life, consider what 

God has given you. God has not left you alone in this search for life purpose 

and calling—he has a three-part positioning system to help you orient yourself 

to the role he has for you in fulfilling the Great Commission. 

First, he’s given you the Holy Spirit as a guide, a supernatural helper who 

will never leave you alone as you journey through life. This is the comforter 

and guide Jesus said was even better than having the Son of God present in 

bodily form (John 16:7). The inner promptings of the Holy Spirit are crucial to 

hearing and responding to God’s call.

In addition, God has given his Word as light for your path, illuminating the way 

before you as you seek him. When you study it each day, you will find wisdom 

for all of life’s decisions, big and small. The Bible is God’s living and active 

word to you, the source of life and light that will teach you and train you in 

righteousness (2 Timothy 3:16).

Finally, the body of Christ assures that you don’t have to go alone. You have 

brothers and sisters, fathers and mothers in the faith to journey with you and 

point out signposts along the way. They will confirm the gifts they see in you 

and warn you when you’re getting off track. As with any journey, the path to 

discovering your life’s calling is more enjoyable with traveling companions. So, 

don’t try to go it alone; make use of the friends and fellow travelers God provides.

7 Ryan Johnston, Examining the “Call” to Ministry (theHSF.com: 2011)
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As you make use of these gifts God has provided to help you discern your calling, 

your faithful pursuit of God through the ups and downs of life will give you even 

greater confidence in both your calling and the One who has called you.

DO THE NEXT THING

Most of the people I encounter are at the beginning of their journey to discern 

God’s call for missions, and they fear that they are going to get it wrong. 

They are suffering from what I call analysis paralysis, option fatigue, or some 

combination of both. With so many opportunities available, they can’t seem 

to choose one. Either they over-analyze themselves and their circumstances, 

paralyzing themselves, or they simply refuse to make a decision amongst the 

options available to them. They are so terrified of getting it wrong that they 

don’t do anything.

If that’s where you find yourself, let me offer the encouragement that God has 

not given us a spirit of fear, but rather a spirit of freedom in his Son (2 Timothy 1:7). 

Ask God to grow your faith in him and what he has promised, and he will. 

The best advice I can give you is to do the next thing. Your job isn’t to figure 

it all out now, but to take the step God has laid before you today. He knows 

where the path is leading, and you can trust him to get you there. But don’t 

expect him to show you the final destination at the beginning. In fact, chances 

are good that if you knew everything he is calling you to, you’d be too scared 

to even begin. God hasn’t yet prepared you for the final destination, only for 

the next step. In his mercy, God reveals his will one step at a time so that all 

you have to do is the next thing.

The reality is, if you’re putting your trust in God and obediently following 

him, it’s impossible to get it wrong. Rather than fearing that you’re going to 

miss God’s will, pursue him. It’s when you take your eyes off Jesus that you 

lose sight of the path he’s called you to. But if you seek God and pursue an 

understanding of how he has uniquely gifted you, you will find the answers to 

your questions about calling. That’s what David meant when he wrote, “Take 

delight in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart” (Psalm 37:4).
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THE GOAL: YOUR SWEET SPOT 

Although we can’t know the final step until we get there, it is helpful to know what 

we’re aiming for. As we try to discover our calling, what we are really looking for is 

our “sweet spot.” This is the place where we say, “Aha, this is what I was made to do!” 

The “SWEET SPOT” is the intersection of our passions, abilities, and opportunities, all 

within the sphere of what others have affirmed in us. I like to diagram it this way:

God motivates and prepares his people for ministry through the desires, 

opportunities, and abilities he gives. Think of the last time you felt totally in tune 

with both God and yourself. Some people call this “flow,” that moment when you 

were doing some sort of ministry and totally lost track of time because it was 

actually fun. Or think of the time when you had an opportunity to do something 

and thought, “Yes, I can definitely do that—and I can’t wait to get started!” When 

was the last time someone told you, “You’re really good at that, you should do 

more of it”? These are all signs pointing you to your sweet spot. 

SWEET
SPOT

Passions

AbilitiesOpportunities

Affirmation
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As you trust God to guide you on this journey to discover your calling, being 

honest with yourself and seeking the input of those who know you well will 

help you more confidently step into your “sweet spot.” Don’t give answers that 

you think are “right” to please someone else, or say things that you wish were 

true of you; answer truthfully so that you can find God’s path for you. 

God has a job for you to do, and it perfectly suits the way he made you—your 

temperament, talents, loves, and life experiences. The things you learn about 

yourself as you uncover your passions, abilities, and opportunities are the 

clues that will help you solve the mystery behind the question of calling.

 DIGGING DEEPER

Questions to Consider

1. What are your deepest passions in life? What are the inner motivations 

that move you to  take action, the things you are interested in or issues that 

are close to your heart?

2. What are your God-given abilities? What are your strengths, spiritual gifts, 

or natural talents?

3.  What opportunities would you like to explore? Maybe there’s an opportunity 

that’s right in front of you; consider it with these other factors in mind.

4. Finally, seek the affirmation of those who know you well. What are your close 

friends, family, mentors, and church leaders saying about all of the above?

Scriptures to Consider

As you think about your passions, abilities, opportunities, and affirmations, 

read the passages listed below and meditate on how God called people in the 

Bible. What principles about calling can you learn from these stories?

Exodus 3:10–14; Isaiah 6:8; 1 Samuel 3; Amos 7:15; Jeremiah 20:9;   

John 15:16; Matthew 4:19; Acts 9
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As you trust God to guide you on this journey to discover your calling, being 

honest with yourself and seeking the input of those who know you well will 

help you more confidently step into your “sweet spot.” Don’t give answers that 

you think are “right” to please someone else, or say things that you wish were 

true of you; answer truthfully so that you can find God’s path for you. 

God has a job for you to do, and it perfectly suits the way he made you—your 

temperament, talents, loves, and life experiences. The things you learn about 

yourself as you uncover your passions, abilities, and opportunities are the 

clues that will help you solve the mystery behind the question of calling.

 DIGGING DEEPER

Questions to Consider

1. What are your deepest passions in life? What are the inner motivations 

that move you to  take action, the things you are interested in or issues that 

are close to your heart?

2. What are your God-given abilities? What are your strengths, spiritual gifts, 

or natural talents?

3.  What opportunities would you like to explore? Maybe there’s an opportunity 

that’s right in front of you; consider it with these other factors in mind.

4. Finally, seek the affirmation of those who know you well. What are your close 

friends, family, mentors, and church leaders saying about all of the above?

Scriptures to Consider

As you think about your passions, abilities, opportunities, and affirmations, 

read the passages listed below and meditate on how God called people in the 

Bible. What principles about calling can you learn from these stories?

Exodus 3:10–14; Isaiah 6:8; 1 Samuel 3; Amos 7:15; Jeremiah 20:9;   

John 15:16; Matthew 4:19; Acts 9

CALLED: PREPARED, BROKEN, AND SENT

While visiting the country of her childhood, Claire was captured by an idea 

she had long ago dismissed, an idea that now would not let her go.

The preparation had begun many years before. Claire’s parents met while 

serving at the Chateau of Saint-Albain, France. They were married in the 

States but always planned to return to the country where they fell in love. 

In 1992, they traveled back to France as long-term missionaries with nine-

month-old Claire in tow.

Though Claire loved growing up in France, the quest for self-discovery 

was hard. 

She did not fully relate to the culture of her parents, and she did not fully 

identify with the culture in which she was living. She found herself in the 

place of in-between; a culture of her own. For a time it was a place of not-

belonging, but eventually Claire anchored herself in the reality of this “third 

culture.” She was a Missionary Kid (MK). This was how she wanted the world 

to see her, and how she saw herself.

After embracing this identity, Claire grew to fully appreciate it. She lived in 

a beautiful country, she was well-traveled, and she was able to speak two 

languages. Having found peace in who she was, Claire built her whole world 

around her identity as an MK.

Then, on Easter Sunday when she was 16 years old, her world collapsed.

The Martins gathered Claire and her younger siblings into the living room 

for an important announcement: They were going to leave France and move 

back to the United States.

Claire’s heart sank. She would rather live in a jungle or in a place where 

Christians are persecuted for their faith than move to the US. She was willing 

to go anywhere, as long as her parents would still be missionaries. She was a 

Missionary Kid, and that meant she lived in an exotic place while her parents  

did full-time ministry. If they moved to America, what would that make her? 



D
is

ce
rn

in
g 

Y
o

u
r 

C
al

lin
g

22

Who was she without the label of MK?

When the Martins moved to Colorado Springs, Claire became immensely 

depressed and angry with God. Though she still had faith, it was hard for her 

to fully trust the God who had ripped everything away from her.

It took three years for her trust to return.

In her college years, Claire began to accept that God’s plans were better than 

hers. She finally saw the reason God pulled her out of the identity she had 

grown too comfortable with, the one that was becoming an idol. She realized 

that she needed to build her identity on Christ alone, not on what she or her 

parents did for him.

As she came to terms with who she was as a child of God, Claire felt like 

she needed to reach closure on her previous life. In order to say goodbye to 

France, Claire and a friend flew to Europe before their last year of college. 

One of the stops they made was the Chateau of Saint-Albain, where her 

parents first met.

While staying at the Chateau, Claire had the opportunity to help out with daily 

tasks for the ministry. It all came so easily for her. She knew the people, the 

culture, and the language. As she realized how natural it was for her to serve 

at the Chateau, Claire had a thought she never imagined she would have.

I could work here.

Claire had vowed as a young girl that she would never become a missionary, 

so even considering that possibility was astonishing. She had a job she liked 

back at home, and friends she enjoyed. Why would she leave all that?  

Had God brought her to this point, only to completely redirect her? It didn’t 

make sense. For a time Claire wrestled with the idea, but in the end, she 

couldn’t escape the fact that God had been preparing her for this ministry 

her whole life.

God used a lifetime of experiences and abilities to prepare Claire for ministry 

in France, broke her self-made identity to help her depend on him, and put 
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her together again to fulfill the work he called her to. Claire now serves full-

time at the Chateau, focusing on outreach to youth, and she is delighted to be 

living in France once again.
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