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THE PATH: NAVIGATING THE JOURNEY TO GLOBAL MISSIONS 

Travel tools and resources help us learn about destinations, give  

us insights, and point the way. Likewise, the titles in this series act as  

a map, a guide, and a compass to help you navigate the journey to 

global missions.

A B O U T  T HE  S ERIE S

Start down the path to knowing God’s heart for the nations  

and how you can become a part of his global mission.
MAP

COMPASS

GUIDE

Next steps on the path for those who are mobilizing individuals 

and teams into meaningful ministry to the nations.

Next steps on the path for potential cross-cultural workers 

discerning the call to making disciples among the nations.

// ABOUT THE SERIES



DAVE GUILES grew up in the home of a church planter and 

pastor. In 1987, upon completing his Master of Divinity 

studies at Grace Theological Seminary (Winona Lake, IN), 

Dave and his wife, Sue, joined the staff of Grace Brethren 

International Missions (since renamed Encompass World 

Partners). Their primary ministry was church planting in 

Argentina, and Dave also served as Regional Coordinator 

for Latin America. He was the principal author of ACTS (the 

Apostolic Church-planting Team Strategy), as well as a series of 

creative evangelistic and discipleship methods and materials.

In April 2000, Dave and Sue returned to the USA so he 

could assume the role of Executive Director of Encompass. 

In the quest to retool a 100 +/- year-old mission agency for a rapidly-changing 

world, Dave led through a series of significant changes, including rebranding, 

relocation and restructuring of global operations. In addition to his role as 

Encompass’ Executive Director, he also serves as Coordinator for the Charis 

Alliance, a global network of churches that share a common commitment to 

biblical truth, biblical relationships and biblical missions.

In 2013, Dave completed his Doctor of Ministry degree in missions at Trinity 

Evangelical Divinity School (Deerfield, IL). Dave and Sue currently reside near 

the Encompass World Partners’ headquarters in Atlanta, and in the margins of 

a busy life are committed to helping start new churches.

A B O U T  T HE  A U T HOR



ENCOMPASS WORLD PARTNERS was birthed in 1900 from a 

commitment to make disciples among all nations. 

Its purpose is: To mobilize, equip, deploy and nurture multinational 

teams of disciple-makers who live and proclaim the good news of 

Jesus Christ through engaging in sacrificial service, intentional 

evangelism and whole-life discipleship, resulting in the creation of 

healthy spiritual communities (churches).

The rallying cry of Encompass World Partners is more fruitful disciple-

making teams among the least-reached peoples of our world. Learn more 

about the ministries of Encompass and how you can become involved 

at EncompassWorldPartners.org.

A B O U T  T HE  A GENC Y

// ABOUT THE AUTHOR AND AGENCY





T R A ININ G  S E S S I O N  1

W OR S HIP  I S  T HE  F UEL  A ND 
G O A L  OF  MI S S ION S

// TRAINING SESSION 1

W E L C O ME !
Welcome to the beginning of a journey to better understand and engage 

God’s heart for the nations! This is a training course designed to identify, 

recruit and train men and women to mobilize many others to active and 

meaningful participation in the Great Commission. 

The course is comprised of two major sections, each containing six 

training sessions and a series of meaningful assignments. Throughout the 

first section, we will focus primarily on developing your knowledge and 

understanding of the task of mobilization. During the second section, we 

will focus on developing the practical skills required to mobilize others. 

Between these two sections, you will have the opportunity to reevaluate 

whether God is calling you to officially join the mobilization efforts of your 

local church. More on this later… For now, let’s get started! 
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DISCOVERY AND PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 

 DIGGING DEEPER

Many years ago, the great Israelite king David wrote these powerful words:

The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. Day to day pours out 

speech, and night to night reveals knowledge. There is no speech, nor are there words, whose voice is not heard. 

Their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world.

Psalm 19:1–4

As we watch the video Heavens Proclaim, take a moment to reflect upon how the words of David and the 

images of the galaxies lead us to worship our Creator God!

 VIDEO Watch MTM Session 1: Heavens Proclaim

By now you might be saying to yourself, “I thought this was a course on missions. Why are we talking about 

the greatness of God in creation?” 

D I S C U S S I O N : 
Please divide into groups of three or four to discuss the following questions. Be sure to write down 
your answers as we will return to them at the conclusion of this session. In your opinion: 

1. What is the purpose of missions?

2. What are some common reasons why people become missionaries?

3. Why does our church have a missions program/department? 



M
o

b
ilizin

g th
e M

o
b

ilizers

17

 KEY CONCEPT

Savoring God in worship precedes spreading him in missions! All history is moving toward one goal, the 

white-hot worship of God and his Son among all the peoples of the earth.

John Piper

 DIGGING DEEPER

We believe the most important way to begin this journey is to pause and remind ourselves of the high 

priority our God places upon worship!

1. God is ___________________________ of worship.

Great and amazing are your deeds, O Lord God the Almighty! Just and true are your ways, O King of the nations! 

Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify your name? For you alone are holy. All nations will come and worship you, 

for your righteous acts have been revealed.

Revelation 15:3,4 

2. God is ___________________________ to be worshiped.

I am the Lord; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to carved idols.

Isaiah 42:8

3. God is ___________________________ worshipers.

From the first, “Adam, where are you?” (Gen 3:9), God is seeking to restore man to the glorious position of 

intimacy that was lost by his rebellion.

But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for 

the Father is seeking such people to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit 

and truth.” 

John 4:23,24
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4. The ___________________________    ___________________________ was given in a context of worship. 

And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, “All 

authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 

commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

Matthew 28:17–20

5.	The	first	___________________________			___________________________	was	commissioned	in	a	context	 

 of worship.

While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul  

for the work to which I have called them.”  Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and  

sent them off.

Acts 13:2,3

6. One day missions will CEASE, but worship is ___________________________!

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell 

with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God.

Revelation 21:3

INTRODUCING SEED TRUTHS

At key moments during the twelve training sessions of Mobilizing the Mobilizers, we’ll examine Scripture so as 

to discover six seed truths and how they impact our understanding of God’s plan for the nations. 

Why do we call them seed truths? Because while short and easy to memorize, they contain powerful truths 

that can transform the way we understand and engage in missions. Let’s ask God to plant them and nurture 

them in our lives first; then let’s take the fruit they bear and plant it in the lives of our church family!  

  SEED TRUTH ONE: WORSHIP IS THE FUEL AND GOAL OF MISSIONS
 

 
 
 KEY CONCEPT (REPEATED)  

Savoring God in worship precedes spreading him in missions! All history is moving toward one goal, the 

white-hot worship of God and his Son among all the peoples of the earth.

John Piper
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The Supremacy of God in Missions through Worship

Missions is not the ultimate goal of the church. Worship is. Missions exists because worship doesn’t. 

Worship is ultimate, not missions, because God is ultimate, not man. When this age is over, and the 

countless millions of the redeemed fall on their faces before the throne of God, missions will be no more. 

It is a temporary necessity. But worship abides forever.

Worship, therefore, is the fuel and goal of missions. It’s the goal of missions because in missions we simply 

aim to bring the nations into the white-hot enjoyment of God’s glory. The goal of missions is the gladness 

of the peoples in the greatness of God. “The lord reigns, let the earth rejoice; let the many coastlands be 

glad!” (Ps. 97:1). “Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you! Let the nations be glad 

and sing for joy!” (Ps. 67:3-4).

But worship is also the fuel of missions. Passion for God in worship precedes the offer of God in 

preaching. You can’t commend what you don’t cherish. Missionaries will never call out, “Let the nations be 

glad!” who cannot say from the heart, “I rejoice in the lord. . . I will be glad and exult in you, I will sing praise to 

your name, O Most High” (Ps. 104:34; 9:2). Missions begins and ends in worship. 

If the pursuit of God’s glory is not ordered above the pursuit of man’s good in the affections of the heart 

and the priorities of the church, man will not be well served, and God will not be duly honored. I am not 

pleading for a diminishing of missions but for a magnifying of God. When the flame of worship burns with 

the heat of God’s true worth, the light of missions will shine to the darkest peoples on earth. And I long 

for that day to come!

(Excerpted from Let the Nations Be Glad by John Piper. Copyright 1993, 2003, 2010 by Desiring God 

Foundation. Published by Baker Academic, a division of Baker Publishing Group, P.O. Box 6287, 

Grand Rapids, MI 49516-6287, www.bakeracademic.com.)

D I S C U S S I O N : 
Read the following brief article and underline the phrases that you feel are most significant. Share your 
discoveries with the group.
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 CHANGE POINT

What motivates us to engage in missions? The pressing needs of the world? A desire to make a difference? 

Feelings of guilt? Over time, these reasons will likely lose their ability to motivate us. There is, however, a 

motivation that can burn within us for a lifetime - a passion for missions that flows from our passion for 

God. Want to increase your passion for missions? Begin by fanning into flame your passion for God. As your 

worship of God grows, so will your commitment to invite others to become His worshipers.  

ASSIGNMENTS

Trainees:

Your assignment is to watch a sermon John Piper once shared with his own congregation 

called Everlasting Truth for the Joy of All Peoples. We’re confident you’ll be challenged!

 VIDEO Watch MTM Session 1: Everlasting Truth for the Joy of All Peoples

Facilitator:

Take time to familiarize yourself with the content and goals of Mobilizing the Mobilizers by reading through 

the entire workbook. Then carefully review the master assignment list to better understand how trainee and 

facilitator assignments are used either to prepare for the next session or apply what was learned in practical 

ways. As you read, make note of questions to discuss with your coach.

D I S C U S S I O N : 
Let’s return to the questions you discussed at the beginning of this session. In light of the seed truth 
“Worship is the Fuel and Goal of Missions,” what answers would you leave the same? What answers 
would you like to change? Why? 

1. What is the purpose of missions?

2. What are some common reasons why people become missionaries?

3. Why does our church have a missions program/department? 





EVERY CHRIST-FOLLOWER 
CAN AND SHOULD BE MOBILIZED 
TO MAKE DISCIPLES AMONG THE NATIONS.

But how much do those who attend your church really understand about the 

Great Commission? About God’s heart for people groups? About the challenges 

of making disciples in the diverse cultural soils of our world? 

And how many of your church attenders are actively engaged in helping reach 

the nations for Christ? Is your church providing concrete opportunities to get 

them involved?

Mobilizing the Mobilizers is a training curriculum designed to help you address 

these questions and to equip a team of passionate leaders committed to 

mobilizing the entire church.

IN THIS BOOK, YOU'LL LEARN HOW TO: 

Lay the foundations for a Mobilization Team in your church

Measure the effectiveness of your church’s Mobilization Team

Fund your Mobilization commitments and dreams 

And more!

Nonfiction:  The Path  //  Mobilizing the Mobilizers
The publishing arm of Encompass World Partners
EncompassWorldPartners.org

A B O U T  T HE  S E R IE S : 
Mobilizing the Mobilizers is part of a series of books and resources called The 
Path: Navigating the Journey to Global Missions. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adipiscing elit. Nunc augue ipsum, tempus sed diam id, ultricies 
tristique eros. Vivamus blandit risus ut felis dictum, sed auctor dui commodo. 
Vivamus quis porttitor diam, nec varius tellus. Vestibulum dignissim at diam in 
placerat. Nulla tempus porttitor feugiat.
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